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TORONTO – To commemorate
the 65th anniversary of the liber-
ation of the Dachau concentra-
tion camp on April 29, a unique
group of survivors from around
the world gathered there for a
very special reunion. They were
brought together by a documen-
tary and a special exhibit about
seven babies who were born at
Kaufering I subcamp between

December 1944 and February
1945 and who, along with their
mothers, all survived.  The two
men and three women who were
the honoured guests at cere-
monies throughout that week
were five of the seven born at
Kaufering I.

Journalists Eva Gruberova and
Martina Gawaz made the docu-
mentary, Geboren im KZ (Born
in the Concentration Camp),
for the German broadcaster
ARD/WDR. It aired on German

television on April 28 to an audi-
ence of 750,000.

Gruberova and the historian
Dr. Sabine Schalm were co-
curators of the exhibit, They
Gave Us Hope Again: Pregnan-
cy and Birth in the Concentra-
tion Camp Kaufering I, which
opened at the Dachau Concen-
tration Camp Memorial Site on
April 29 and will close at the
end of October.

Gruberova's grandfather was a
political prisoner at a different
Dachau subcamp; her family is
not Jewish. She grew up in
Czechoslovakia and began to
learn about the Holocaust as an
adult. She and her husband
moved to the city of Dachau in
2005 to pursue a career oppor-
tunity and shortly after she start-
ed working part-time as a guide
at the memorial site; that’s
where she first saw a photo-
graph of the mothers and babies
of Kaufering I.

“I could not believe the babies
in the picture were born in
Kaufering I,” she wrote in an
email to the Jewish Tribune.
“How was it possible? The sub-
camps in Kaufering were maybe
the worst in Bavaria and Ger-

many: (out of) 30,000 prison-
ers, 15,000 died.”

Her subsequent research led
her to collaborate with other
researchers. The wealth of mate-
rial they discovered was too
extensive for a 45-minute docu-
mentary, so it became the basis
for the new exhibit.

Torontonian Leslie Rosenthal
is one of the survivors who
attended the reunion. “It was
very emotional because we met
for the first time,” he said. “The
babies, that’s what I call them:
my camp brothers and sisters....
We could be the last living link
to the Holocaust, so that's quite
a responsibility.”

Of the seven mothers (Eva
Fleischmannova, Sara Grun,
Ilboya Kovacs, Elisabeth Leg-
mann, Dora Lowi, Miriam
Rosenthal and Magda Schwartz),
only Fleischmannova and Rosen-
thal are alive today. Of the seven
babies born in Kaufering I
(Marika Novakova nee Fleis-
chmannova, Yossi Grun, Agnes
Kovacs, George Legmann, Leslie
Rosenthal and Judit Schwartz),
Grun and Kovacs did not attend
the reunion in Germany.
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Babies born in Dachau reunite for first time
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This section of the German-language booklet from the exhibit
shows photos of Leslie Rosenthal’s  mother, Miriam Rosenthal.

Concert to benefit
young people in
Jerusalem
TORONTO – Three teenaged Israeli students from the Jerusalem
Conservatory Hassadna performed in Toronto and Montreal recently
as part of The Jerusalem Foundation of Canada’s Fresh Faces of
Jerusalem concert series, which were held to celebrate Jerusalem
Day and raise funds to benefit young people in Jerusalem.

Julia and Henry Koschitzky hosted one of the concerts in their
home last week; it was co-hosted by Donna and Richard Holbrook. 

Steve Solomon, director, The Jerusalem Foundation of Canada, told
the Jewish Tribune that his organization helps fund the conservatory
where the accomplished members of the Jerusalem Conservatory
Trio – Tamar Greenstein, 16 (violin), Uriah Tutter, 17 (cello) and
Elisha Zak Krawets, 16 (piano) – study.  

“Our emphasis this past year or two has been to focus on what we
can do to strengthen youth and young adults in Jerusalem so that as
they grow up they will find Jerusalem as a place where they can build
their careers, study, marry, settle down and strengthen the city,” he
said. “By bringing these three youngsters, we’re also investing in
them so that they can perform successfully, contribute to, perhaps, a
career in the performing arts and hope that they will continue to
make Jerusalem their home.”

Julia Koschitzky, president, The Jerusalem Foundation of Canada,
said the student musicians, “are really the epitome of the opportuni-
ties we afford these young people by giving them scholarships to
reach their potential.”

Donna Holbrook is the director of The International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem (ICEJ) Canada, which is a partner in The
Jerusalem Foundation of Canada’s community centre project, The
Canada Club.

For more information, visit www.jerusalemfoundation.org or
www.icejcanada.org.

– Joanne Hill

Jerusalem Conservatory Trio (from left) Tamar Greenstein,
Uriah Tutter and Elisha Zak Krawets performed in last
week’s benefit. 
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THE HEART OF BROADWAY!
direct from

651 YONGE STREET
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TORONTO LOVES BROOKLYN!!
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THE HEARTWARMING TRUE STORY  
COMEDY MUSICAL HIT

“GREAT TIMING,  
BOUNDLESS ENERGY…  
WARM-HEARTED…” 

“A showstopper… heartfelt…
YANKING ON THE  

HEARTSTRINGS  
AND JABBING AT THE  

FUNNY BONE!” 

EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND! LIMITED RETURN ENGAGEMENT JUNE 3–13
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