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The “Cafe Europa” Art Group

Thursday at Ussishkin is known for gathering around art. For more than 7
years, we have had coffee and brunch in our modest room with about 15
very special people ,holocaust survivors, who come to enjoy each other’s
company and learn about and experience art.

The group regards the perspective and framework of art as therapy with
an educational input that broadens the knowledge and experience of
seeing. The experience of art, however, is at the level of authenticity as
much as possible. Each person brings to the group an original and special
contribution. Each beautiful and special person creates, communicates, and
learns in his/her own way. Every group meeting ends with supporting and
loving messages that each one of these amazing people we have the honor
to meet there has the need to convey. We stand before this empowering life,
resilience, and strength to see the good around us despite - and because of
- the horrors they experienced. The power of life is the embodied trophy, and
their art is a monument to that victory.

Wefightthe fears, break the patterns, elevate the joy of colors and playfulness
of artistic work, we learn from

each other at the interpersonal, aesthetic, and artistic levels, we help each
other understand, cope, connect, accept, and live fuller, feel fulfilled, and
share in safety the delicate threads that bind us together.
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"To love to learn and to learn to love” is written on one of Shlomo’s social media profiles.

As amusician, ateacher, and a thinker, he joined the Thursdays in Ussischkin art group. His questions
and parallels to music terminology and philosophy always got us into deep, extrremely interesting
discussions that inspired curiousity, and took the painting process to the next level of contemplative
and symbolic artwork, processes. Composition, rhythm, theme, tone, and staccato lines, are all
applicable to both worlds and have many nuances as we find ourselves always learning new things,
whatever our age, still curious about everything the world has to offer, we also find ourselves strong
and living in the real sense of the world. This new skill he had to develop, opened to Shlomo a new
perspective on the worldview he experiences with sophisticated awareness and attention.
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Joining us already as a painter, her expertise was greatly enjoyed. Esther paints whenever she can,
to keep herself busy, to remember, to give respect to the ones that are gone and are sorely missed.
Esther has never been mistaken for a fragile person, her strength as a person kept her going during
all the difficulties she wasn’t spared throughout her life. The hours of creativity are, however, a
gentle but significant fight back toward the victory of good over evil, and giving the right accent to
chosen things — proof of having the choice and defeating terror..
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The Flower Lady

The elegant and deliberate choice of looking at beauty and the good in life has brought a smile to
Ruth’s and everybody else’s face in the group.

Her humor raises spirits and provides support in the less easy moments and is always constructive
and sensitive in its validation of others.

The lady with flowers, therefore, is a true expression of the situation of Ruth's reality, the lady that
chooses to see and share the beauty of this wonderful world around, just like a flower lady.
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Shoshana has a direct and specific goal in painting: to make the beauty visible, to define her
expression, brush movement and color harmony. Patience and steadfastness are her companions
as she sets out to create the realistic reflections of green hills on water, the colored, reflecting light
on trees, and a painted reflection of the landscape.

Shoshana communicates strength and determination in our group that is inspiring and vivid; and
her creative eye catches the details in the given moment, She is in the here and now, no regrets- no
looking back, incredibly real and aware of what her far-reaching goal is: the peace and beauty she
slowly builds with color
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Expression is her middle name. Fast and dynamic, perceptive and serious with the great ability to
find new connections in stable and known relations.

Her artistic expression is refreshing as much as the art experience refreshes her, the one thing that
she finds never ending and always renews her from the outset.

She feels the social engagement in Thursday’s group is most important, together with the support
she feels and the care and love they all get through the artwork in the class.
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Her gentle exploration of art has deep traces. Her colors are so translucent and yet so impactful,
her landscapes so deserted and so full of presence. Marianne has always had inner strength, but
through art, she has gained a strength that emanates to others too. She established this strong part
of her personality and it gave her special respect and a place in the group. She will tell you again
and again that Thursday is a special day in the week, the dearest to her. To be able to also have
fun, socialize, speak in her native language or in Hebrew and to be understood, to have anisland in
the social life that is rich with her medium - the image. Visually very sophisticated, she brings this
delicate taste of aripe artist.
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It's hard to imagine our meetings without Roland, the king who refuses to accept a crown..

The immense experience he is appreciated for, the critique and knowledge in art he is always asked
to share are incomparable in its value. Roland’s humor and positivity and boyish attitude are what
he is loved for as a person too, which doesn’t detract from his seriousness as a teacher and a friend,
which he is to many members of our group.

Surrealism is Roland's language. Through it he is able to best express the scope of absurd, humor
and sadness of life Words are not necessary here, they are all superficial in comparison to his work.
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A maestro in her own field, Ruth is a competent rope tier, a macrame artist for a few decades. Her
works are a craft that many in the group are drawn to. The appreciation of others was stronger than
the capability to follow her. Her patience, perseverance and focus stay her strength after all this
time. May her works find a place because they are growing in number!
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“The way of expression in art is a curious one. The art touches the depths before it reveals the
surface” (Burchard)

and this is how Nicole expresses in her unique and authentic manner, the way she establishes the
severely honest dialogue with the painting. Nicole will say that everything she has inside is taken
out on that canvas, it's the way her burdening content is liberated and has the effect of making her
feel lighter and clearer. The sensory process elevates the emotions and perceptions that culminate
in the cognitive processing while we talk and share about the process of painting. A priceless
experience in our group.
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There are few people about whom you can say that they feel and think as deeply as Miriam.

The cards dealt to her were challenging and she made the best of them, just like a master player. Her
creativity helped, and, through the years, Miriam has developed the skill, passion, and dedication to
collect and recycle, refashion, and creatively reuse items that were useless and discarded. Miriam
uses everything, from a pill dispenser to dry flowers to make out of them the strangest artistic
objects, full of imagination, Dadaistic humor, and inventive spontaneous playfulness. This small
selection of her work is just a glimpse into her untamed urge to create and live.
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As in her life, in art too she invests labor with toil and sweat.

While she humbly accepts life's hardships, the figures Yaffa makes are presented upright, because
the enormity of her soul cannot be bowed.

While her hands, skillful and sensitive, mold and model soft clay, they create sturdy, long-lasting
ceramics.

As if in her own mythology of creation, a shapeless lump of clay becomes a character, made with
ease and style, which mold’s Yaffa's modus vivendi
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Haya has bravely committed to exploring her expression. One newly found old talent of expressing
with art became a dedication to express real emotion, freely, with strength and joy of beauty.

To share this experience with others in the group is fulfilling and the experience of growth and
learning with others is something she is actively engaged in, as much as finding out for herself and
giving others the perspective and even painting together with others and sharing this intimate spaces
of the senses and emotions. Haya'’s choice of expression is bold and strong, her brushstrokes are
intensive and versatile as if she is discovering herself anew, as if giving a possibility to herself be
seen and heard like never before.
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Sarah painted this before she lived in the capital, but the beautiful city was always close to her
heart. So, she painted a number of paintings that commemorate its splendor, the Yemin Moshe
neighborhood, Nachalot by day and night, and many more. Now that she lives in Jerusalem, she
enjoys visiting those places and neighborhoods that her heart draws her to see and breathe
in their aromas.
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Modestly and quietly, Malka came to the art world of Cafe Europa’s art class on Thursdays.

She had curiosity but never gave herself a lot of space to dance freely in the given frame. Oh, what
a wonderful smile of discovery of her own possibilities, oh what great laughter of incredibility in
response to what others think of her works, as an extension to seeing her and connecting to her.
Painting is a newfound land, as was often the case in her life: A new land with new circumstances
and new challenges, which she always found a way to conquer.
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