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Today, Jerusalem is home to nearly one million people, 
yet Jerusalem has meaning and relevance to people all 
around the world.  Jerusalem evokes emotion, hope, 
prayer and inspiration in people’s hearts and minds.

The Jerusalem Foundation was established in 1966 by 
the legendary Mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek. Over 
the last six decades, and through more than 5000 
initiatives, the Foundation has touched the lives of all 
of Jerusalem’s residents from all population groups. 
We identify and respond to the needs of Jerusalem, 
improve the quality of life for all residents, and create 
opportunities for all of the city’s diverse communities.   

The Jerusalem Foundation is committed to building 
philanthropic partnerships and works in hand in hand 
with Mayor Moshe Lion and the Jerusalem Municipality, 
cooperating with the city’s major organizations to 
preserve the city’s past, ensure its resilience and lay the 
groundwork for a dynamic future. 

The Jerusalem Foundation

MISSION
To shape a modern, open and vibrant city by developing 
communal strength for all Jerusalem residents; to 
identify and respond to the needs of Jerusalem, 
enhancing Jerusalem’s contribution to people of all 
faiths, sharing the city with our partners and friends 
worldwide and inspiring new generations to take part 
in Jerusalem’s future.

To achieve our Mission,
we focus on the following 
strategic areas:

  Communal Strength 

The social fabric of the city is continuously being tested and 
challenged, and the need for communal strength is more 
pressing than ever as we work to close social gaps and 
support the most vulnerable populations in the city.  We 
build effective community support systems and networks 
between communities. The challenge of building bridges, 
trust and communication between diverse population 
groups has been one of the mandates of the Jerusalem 
Foundation since its inception and strengthening shared 
society is a key goal in ensuring the future of the city.

  Creative Culture
The Jerusalem Foundation leverages the city’s diversity 
and unique history to shape its future as a modern, 
thriving metropolis by providing platforms for its varied 
populations to find expression through creativity. Creative 
initiatives breathe new life into the city, enhancing its 
vibrancy and openness, and ensuring that it continues to 
be a source of inspiration around the world.

  Future Leadership
The Jerusalem Foundation focuses on developing 
leadership and excellence in the city through its 
involvement in community activism and investment in the 
next generation. By promoting young civil leadership with 
a long-term commitment to the city and guaranteeing 
that all diverse communities have access to opportunities 
to excel, we safeguard the future.  


